Al-Mithaq (Research Journal of Islamic Theology)
ISSN: 2791-0989 (P), 2791-0997 (E)

Volume 03, Issue 01, January-June 2024, PP: 51-65
Open Access at: https://almithagjournal.org/

Article QR

o?'lgu‘j‘ Kool 4 o o] 36 sl iy
A Scholarly Review of Critics on the Sufism and Related Terminologies

Assistant Professor,
Government College of Technology, Pindi Bhattian,
Hafizabad.

1. Dr. Muhammad Akram
akramfqchfd@gmail.com

Visiting Lecturer,
2. Muhammad Saad ; L .
saadrasheed]0]@email.com Government College University Faisalabad, Hafizabad

Campus.

How to Cite: Critics on the Sufism and Related Terminologies”. Al-Mithaq (Research Journal
of Islamic Theology) 3 (01):51-65.
Article Historv: Received: Accepted: Published:
V: 14-03-2024 02-04-2024 19-04-2024
Copyright: ©The Authors

Licensing:

Contflict of Interest: | Author(s) declared no conflict of interest

4.0 International License

Dr. Muhammad Akram and Muhammad Saad. 2024: “A Scholarly Review of

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution

Abstract & Indexing
=
=l ADVANCED SCIENCE INDEX
DRJ-I ADVANCED SCIENCES -lﬂ
.:~ ..: CiteFactor q& ( SCI | ’ ‘

BiGoogdle _ . -
25> e ADL \WW

ASIAN DIGITAL LIBRARY

Publisher

HIRA INSTITUTE

af Social Sei R ch & Devel.



mailto:saadrasheed101@gmail.com
mailto:saadrasheed101@gmail.com
https://almithaqjournal.org/
https://almithaqjournal.org/

3
A\

8- ,y’lgu‘J‘Kc,lﬁ/,:.bW1wuuﬂ

oHo K 4 oot 5 ol 5

A Scholarly Review of Critics on the Sufism and Related Terminologies
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Abstract:

Critics of Sufism have engaged in a meticulous examination of various facets
within the domain, including the terminology associated with Sifi practices
and figures. Specifically, scrutiny has been directed towards terms such as
"Sufi","Sufism" the instructional tenets of Sufism, and even historical
encounters such as those between Hasan Basri and Hadrat ‘Ali. Central to
this critique is the contention that the term "Sufism" is a construct of uncertain
origin, purportedly borrowed from the Greek lexicon. This prompts a scholarly
inquiry into its etymological roots to discern whether it indeed stems from
Hellenistic sources or if its formulation can be attributed to Sifi intellectuals
themselves. Moreover, an investigation ensues to delineate any linguistic,
semantic, or conceptual overlaps between this term and its purported Greek
origins. Furthermore, critics have scrutinized the application of the term "Sufi"
positing that it lacked prevalence during the early epochs of Siifi history. This
prompts a scholarly exploration into historical records to ascertain the veracity
of claims regarding its absence or emergence within early Sifi discourse. In
parallel, the instructional doctrines of Sufism have been subjected to critical
examination. Critics contend that the foundational principles and doctrinal
seeds of Sufism were absent during pivotal periods such as the prophetic era
and the epoch of the companions. Consequently, scholarly inquiry is
warranted to discern the accuracy of these assertions and to delineate the
historical evolution of Siifi teachings. Through rigorous scholarly inquiry and
analysis, these criticisms aim to elucidate and contextualize the historical
development and conceptual underpinnings of Sufism, contributing to a
nuanced understanding of its evolution within the broader landscape of Islamic
spirituality.

Keywords: Sufism, Critics, Islamic Spirituality, Scholarly Inquiry,
Etymological Roots.
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It is by no means certain that Plotinus was ever translated into Arabic,
and in any case, it seems that if any Greek authors exercised a real direct
influence on the Arab mystics, none of whom is known to have been
personally acquainted with Greek, they are more likely to have been late
syncretizes.!!
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