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Mashhadi: A Research Study
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Abstract
This study examines the family background, life history, scholarly achievements,
spiritual stature, and religious and welfare services of Hazrat Pir Sayyid Jalal al-Din
Shah Mashhadi Nagshbandi Qadri (1915-1985), widely known as Hafiz al-Hadith,
Sheikh al-Muhaddithin, and Jalal al-Millat wa al-Din. Born in Bhakik Sharif, District
Mandi Bahauddin, into a family distinguished by its scholarly and spiritual
heritage, he traced his lineage to Imam Misa al-Kazim (RA). Despite losing his
eyesight at the age of four due to smallpox, he demonstrated extraordinary
intellectual insight, an exceptional memory, and remarkable scholarly aptitude. His
educational journey included the study of Qur’anic sciences, Hadith, Islamic
jurisprudence, and other traditional religious disciplines under eminent scholars,
including Muhaddith-e-A‘zam Pakistan Maulana Sard Ahmad, Sadr al-Shari‘ah
Mufti Amjad Ali A’zami, and Mufti-e-Azam Hind Maulana Mustafa Raza Khan.
His academic excellence, mastery of Hadith, and expertise in Islamic legal reasoning
earned him distinction among contemporary religious scholars. This study also
explores his disciplined spiritual life, devotion to the Sunnah, pedagogical
approach, ethical conduct, and commitment to serving students and the wider
community. Particular attention is given to his contributions to religious education
through Dar al-‘Ulim Muhammadiya Nuria Rizvia, Bhakik Sharif, and the
educational, publishing, and welfare initiatives associated with his legacy.
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Furthermore, his family life, agricultural livelihood, and the supportive role of his
wife in facilitating religious education and student welfare are examined to provide
a comprehensive understanding of his personal and social contributions. Adopting
a descriptive and biographical approach, the study highlights how his life
exemplifies the integration of religious scholarship, spiritual discipline,
perseverance, and social responsibility. It concludes that his intellectual legacy,
educational institutions, spiritual influence, and welfare initiatives continue to serve
as valuable models for contemporary Islamic scholarship and religious leadership.
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