Al-Mithagq

(Research Journal of Islamic Theology)

Published by: HIRA Institute of Social Sciences Research & Development
ISSN: 2791-0989 (P), 2791-0997 (E)
Volume 05, Issue 04, October - December 2026, PP 37-46

Open Access at: https://almithagjournal.org/ ”
. . Received: Accepted: Published:
Article Timeline: 01-09-2026 12-10-2026 15-10-2026

Responsibility for the accuracy of the stated facts rests solely with the
authors. Opinions expressed in “Al-Mithdq” are those of the authors and
not necessarily endorsed by either the Editorial board or the Institute.

5 .g
{_ A% |HIRA INSTITUTE
I | ERA DT

;Jﬂa/(zgi :&@’K@L’@u(} /“lr&t‘f LAkl :,u.l.g»w” L& émw/
Kafa’ah in Marriage: A Comparative and Analytical Study of
Juristic Criteria and Contemporary Pakistani Social Trends

Misbah Naseem 1

Abstract
Kafa’ah (marital compatibility) has long formed part of Muslim juristic
discussions on choosing a suitable spouse. Classical jurists considered factors
such as religion and moral conduct, lineage, financial capacity, occupation, and
freedom, but they did not assign the same weight or legal significance to all of
them. In Pakistan, the considerations that shape spouse selection have also
changed over time. Family background, religious and moral qualities, financial
position, occupation, caste or biradari, and kinship still influence marital
choices, while education, employment, personal qualities, mutual
compatibility, and individual preference have become increasingly important.
This article compares these juristic criteria with the considerations that
currently shape spouse selection in Pakistan. The discussion draws on classical
works of Islamic jurisprudence, relevant Pakistani family laws and judicial
decisions, and recent research on marital preferences in Pakistan. A qualitative,
comparative, and analytical reading of these sources shows that contemporary
social preferences correspond with classical juristic criteria in some respects,
but the two cannot simply be treated as the same. Religion and moral character
provide the clearest area of continuity. By contrast, present-day practices
associated with caste, biradari, family status, and kinship should not
automatically be identified with the classical juristic concept of lineage.
Education, employment, personal qualities, and mutual compatibility have
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also gained practical importance without necessarily becoming independent
juristic criteria of kafa’ah. Kafa’ah therefore remains relevant to marital
decision-making, but its contemporary application requires a clear distinction
between juristic criteria and socially developed preferences.
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