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Civilizational Challenges Facing the Youth and a Return to
Islamic Civilization: A Research Review
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Abstract
This research review aims to examine the major civilizational challenges faced
by the younger generation in today’s globalized world and to explore the
relevance of Islamic civilization as a constructive response. The study
specifically investigates how rapid technological advancement, cultural
globalization, social media influence, materialism, and moral relativism affect
the identity, values, and lifestyle of youth, often leading to moral uncertainty
and detachment from spiritual roots. The objective of this study is to analyze
these challenges and propose a balanced framework based on the essential
principles of Islamic civilization. The methodology of this research is
qualitative, descriptive, and analytical in nature. Relevant material has been
collected from books, research articles, and the views of both Islamic and
Western scholars, including Ibn Khaldun and Arnold ]J. Toynbee. Through a
comparative and analytical approach, the study examines the causes of
civilizational decline and the moral pressures experienced by contemporary
youth. From an Islamic perspective, these issues are not merely social but also
ethical and spiritual. Islamic civilization is founded upon faith (iman), moral
integrity, modesty, justice, knowledge, and collective responsibility. The
findings suggest that a conscious return to these principles offers a practical
solution to the identity crisis and moral instability of modern youth. Such a
return does not imply isolation from modernity but encourages critical and
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ethical engagement with it. The study concludes that the revival of Islamic
civilizational values provides a viable framework for enabling youth to
preserve faith while participating productively in global society.
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Civilization or Culture is that complex whole which includes
knowledge, belief, art, morals, law, custom, and any other
capabilities and habits acquired by man as a member of society®
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"Civilization is social order promoting cultural creation. Four

elements constitute it: economic provision, political organization,
moral traditions, and the pursuit of knowledge and the arts." ®
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"The subjective elements of a civilization include language,

history, religion, customs, institutions, and the subjective self-
identification of people." 8
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"The youth are the conscious pulse of a nation; they are the

potential initiators of a cultural renaissance. If they possess a deep
understanding of their heritage, they can transform a decaying

society into a vibrant civilization™.
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"Civilization is not a static inheritance but a dynamic process that

requires the creative energy of the youth. It persists only as long

as the new generation is willing to internalize and carry the torch

of ancestral wisdom into the future''".
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"The impact of Western industrial civilization has created a 'one-
dimensional man' who is conditioned to satisfy only his material

desires, losing the capacity for critical thinking and spiritual depth'*".
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"The contemporary crisis of the Muslim world is a crisis of

knowledge. The secularization of education has led to the loss of
'Adab’ and the inability to recognize the proper hierarchy of

values in Islamic civilization"".
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"The modern Muslim youth is being shaped by a culture that denies

the spiritual basis of life. If he does not rediscover the dynamic spirit

of the Quran, he will remain a stranger in his own home'*".
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The modern world has become a desert of spirituality. The return
of the youth to Islamic traditions is not a step backward, but a

search for the oasis of truth in a world of illusions'".
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"The 21st century is witnessing a 'Re-Islamization' among the

educated youth. They are blending modern skills with Islamic
values, creating a new synthesis that challenges the Western

monopoly on progress's".
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