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Abstract

This paper examines the earliest phase of Muslim—Christian relations from the rise
of Islam to the ninth century CE, with particular emphasis on the reciprocal
perceptions and policies that shaped interaction between the two communities. It
argues that the rapid expansion of the Islamic state following the death of the Prophet
Muhammad transformed Muslim—Christian relations from limited contact within
Arabia into sustained engagement across the Middle East. The study analyses the
earliest Christian interpretations of Islam, demonstrating that they developed along
three principal lines: Islam as the fulfillment of God’s promises to Abraham and
Ishmael, as an instrument of divine judgment upon heterodox Christians, and as a
Christian heresy. These interpretations were profoundly influenced by contemporary
theological controversies, especially the divisions between Chalcedonian and non-
Chalcedonian churches, as well as by the political realities of Byzantine rule. The
chapter further investigates the evolution of Muslim policies towards Christians,
tracing their development from the precedents established during the Prophet’s
lifetime to the administrative arrangements implemented after the Islamic conquests.
Particular attention is given to the Constitution of Medina, the agreements with the
Christians of Najran, the emergence of the concept of ahl al-dhimma and the
Covenant of ‘Umar as milestones in the institutionalisation of Muslim—Christian
relations. It argues that Muslim attitudes were neither uniform nor static but evolved
in response to changing political, military, and social circumstances. Likewise,
Christian responses to Islam reflected diverse ecclesiastical, theological, and
historical contexts rather than a single unified perspective. The study concludes that
the formative period of Muslim—Christian interaction was characterised by both
conflict and accommodation, and that understanding these relationships requires
careful consideration of their historical context rather than reliance upon later
theological or polemical interpretations.

Keywords: Muslim—Christian Relations, Early Islam, Qur'anic Attitudes towards
Christians, Ahl al-Dhimma, Constitution of Medina, Islamic Conquests,
Interreligious Relations.
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“But God said to Abraham: ... I will make a nation of the son of the
slave woman [Hagar] also, because he is your offspring.”*
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descended from the patriarch Abraham ... and seems to have accepted this
connection between God's Old Dispensation and the Arabs of his time®.”
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“What the Persian era showed was that a foreign overlord was not
necessarily a persecutor, but a Chalcedonian nearly always was®.”
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