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Abstract

Advancements in medical science have introduced innovative methods for treating
infertility, such as Intrauterine Insemination (1UI) and In Vitro Fertilization (IVF).
While these techniques offer new possibilities for married couples, they also raise
intricate legal and jurisprudential questions regarding the lineage, status, and
specifically, the inheritance rights of children conceived through these methods.
This research article presents a detailed analysis of the rules of inheritance (irth)
governing children born via modern reproductive technologies, evaluated strictly
within the parameters of Imami (Shi‘a) jurisprudence and its authoritative classical
and contemporary legal sources. Focusing on the legal status (hukm wad'i) rather
than the mere ethical permissibility of these procedures, this study examines the
vital prerequisites for a fetus to qualify for inheritance. It is well-established in
Imami law that inheritance depends on a validly recognized lineage (hasab). This
paper argues that when conception involves the biological materials (sperm and
egg) of a legally married couple, the use of modern laboratory interventions or
artificial placement does not impair the validity of their lineage; consequently, such
children possess full rights to the estate of their parents and relatives. However, the
core complexity arises in cases of post-mortem conception, where a child is
conceived using a deceased spouse's cryopreserved sperm. The study carefully
categorizes and evaluates the three primary jurisprudential perspectives on this
issue: the first requires only a live birth; the second conditions inheritance on the
conception occurring prior to the final distribution of the estate; and the third
demands the biological existence or stabilization of the zygote at the exact time of
the benefactor's death. By balancing traditional legal maxims with modern
bioethical realities, this paper illuminates the adaptability and comprehensive depth
of Imami jurisprudence in addressing contemporary socio-legal challenges.
Keywords: Modern Assisted Reproductive Technologies, Intrauterine
Insemination (IUI), In Vitro Fertilization (IVF), Fetus (Janin), Imami
Jurisprudence, Inheritance Rights, Post-mortem Conception.
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