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Abstract

This research paper presents a comprehensive and analytical study of the Tafsir
contributions and methodological approaches of the Deobandi scholars (‘Ulama) of
District Swabi. These scholars (‘Ulama) have played a vital role in the teaching,
interpretation, and dissemination of the Holy Qur’an, Tafsir, and have developed
distinct approaches (manahij) in Qur’anic Tafsir. District Swabi, has long been an
important center of Islamic scholarship. Over different periods, its scholars (‘Ulama)
have made remarkable contributions through Qur’anic teaching circles, Dars-e- Qur’an
sessions, Dars-e-Tafsir programs, and religious institutions. Their exegetical approach
is characterized by simplicity, clarity, and accessibility for the general public, ensuring
that the message of the Qur’an effectively reaches both scholars and general public.
The study highlights that the scholars of Swabi emphasize thematic coherence of the
Qur’an (rabt bayn al-ayat wa al-suwar), linguistic and grammatical analysis,
explanation of asbab al-nuziil, derivation of juristic rulings, and a strong emphasis on
Tawhid. Furthermore, they have actively addressed contemporary intellectual and
doctrinal challenges by refuting different ideologies and promoting authentic Islamic
teachings. The research employs a qualitative and analytical methodology, reviewing
the lives, works, and interpretive methods of various scholars associated with religious
institutions in District Swabi. It analyzes how these scholars have applied both
transmitted (mathar) and rational (‘aqli) approaches in their exegesis, while
simultaneously addressing contemporary issues alongside classical interpretations.
Based on qualitative and historical analysis of available literature, this study concludes
that the scholars of Swabi adopted a balanced, accessible, and practical approach to
Qur’anic interpretation, emphasizing clarity, linguistic analysis, contextual relevance,
and adherence to authentic sources such as Hadith and classical Tafsir. Their efforts
have significantly contributed to religious education, intellectual development, and
socio-moral reforms. The study further concludes that the collective exegetical legacy
of Swabi reflects a dynamic synthesis of tradition and contemporary relevance,
ensuring the continued vitality of Qur’anic scholarship in the region.

Keywords: Religious Education, Deobandi Scholars, Tafsir, Hadith, Qur anic Studies.
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