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Abstract

Muslim-Christian relations during the Prophetic era constitute an important dimension
of early Islamic history and provide valuable insights into the nature of interreligious
engagement in the formative period of Islam. This article examines the various
manifestations of interaction between the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him),
the early Muslim community, and Christian individuals and groups. Drawing upon
classical Strah literature, Qur’anic texts, and contemporary scholarly discussions, the
study analyzes key episodes including the accounts of Bahira the monk and Waraqah
ibn Nawfal, the migration of Muslims to Abyssinia and their encounter with the
Christian ruler al-Najashi (the Negus), the visit of the Christian delegation of Najran to
Madinah, and the Prophet’s correspondence with Christian rulers. The article also
investigates Qur’anic portrayals of Christians and explores how these portrayals relate
to the historical circumstances in which they were revealed. The study argues that
Muslim-Christian relations in the Prophetic period were neither monolithic nor static;
rather, they reflected a complex spectrum of religious dialogue, political engagement,
diplomatic relations, theological debate, and peaceful coexistence. While the Qur’an
critiques certain Christian doctrines from an Islamic theological perspective, it also
acknowledges the piety, humility, and moral integrity of many Christians. The analysis
demonstrates that the Prophet’s interactions with Christians were generally
characterized by justice, mutual respect, intellectual engagement, and the invitation to
faith through dialogue rather than coercion. Furthermore, the article highlights the
significance of contextualizing both historical reports and Qur’anic passages in order
to achieve a balanced understanding of early Muslim-Christian relations. The findings
contribute to contemporary discussions on interfaith relations by illustrating how the
Prophetic model provides important principles for religious coexistence, constructive
dialogue, and mutual understanding in pluralistic societies.

Keywords: Prophet Muhammad, Muslim-Christian Relations, Sirah, Qur’an, Najran
Delegation, Negus of Abyssinia, Interfaith Dialogue, Early Islam.
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