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Abstract

In the contemporary digital age, the traditional Sifi concept of bay‘ah (spiritual
allegiance) faces new expressions and challenges through online platforms, virtual
mentorship, and cyber communities- This study explores the interplay between
Spiritual Allegiance rooted in the classical Saff understanding of direct master-disciple
relationship, heart-to-heart transmission (transference of barakah), and disciplined
spiritual training and Online Allegiance, which emerges in the form of virtual
initiations, social media-based followings, and digital Stfi networks- Drawing upon
the teachings and practices of major Sufi orders, Chishti, Qadiri, Nagshbandi,
Suhrawardi-The research examines how each rarigah historically conceptualized
allegiance, authority, and spiritual lineage (silsila)- The Chishti emphasis on love (ishq)
and service, the Nagshbandt focus on silent remembrance (dhikr khafi) and inner
discipline, the Qadiri stress on outward prophetic adherence- The paper argues that
while digital tools have democratized access to Siifi knowledge, shortened distances,
and enabled global connectivity, they simultaneously risk diluting the transformative
power of face-to-face companionship (su/ba), accountability, and personalized
guidance that constitute the core of authentic bay‘ah- Issues such as superficial
affiliation, absence of rigorous vetting of spiritual guides, commodification of sacred
knowledge, and the illusion of progress without inner struggle are critically analyzed-
It concludes that authentic spiritual allegiance remains deeply personal, hierarchical,
and covenantal in nature, yet judicious and ethically grounded use of online mediums
can serve as a supplementary bridge rather than a replacement for traditional Stfi
pedagogy- The research ultimately calls for a renewed figh al-zaman (jurisprudence of
the age) within Stfi orders to preserve the sanctity of the spiritual pact while embracing
the realities of the digital era-

Keywords: Bay‘ah, Sifi Orders, Spiritual Allegiance, Digital Sufism, Online
Spirituality-
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