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Abstract

Religion has long served as a foundational force in human history, shaping moral
frameworks that define responsibility, justice, good and evil, and human dignity.
Unlike purely secular systems, religious ethics extends beyond outward actions and
places strong emphasis on intention, spiritual consciousness, and ultimate
accountability. It evaluates human behavior through an inner moral lens in which
sincerity, ethical awareness, and purpose determine the true value of actions. Major
world religions, including Islam, Christianity, Judaism, Hinduism, and Buddhism,
consistently emphasize the sacred nature of human moral agency. In Islam, the concept
of Khaltfat Allah f1 al-Ard portrays human beings as God’s representatives on earth,
entrusted with moral responsibility, while the prophetic principle “Innama al-a‘mal bi
al-niyyat” (“Actions are judged by intentions”) highlights the centrality of intention in
ethical conduct. Similarly, Christianity’s doctrine of Imago Dei and Judaism’s concept
of Tzelem Elohim affirm that human beings possess rationality as well as a profound
moral and spiritual conscience. In Hinduism and Buddhism, concepts such as karma,
consciousness, and atman situate human actions within a broader spiritual and moral
order in which awareness and intention are essential to ethical judgment. In contrast,
artificial intelligence (Al) operates through data processing, algorithms, and
computational logic, lacking consciousness, intentionality, and spiritual awareness
qualities that are central to religious moral reasoning. Although Al systems can process
vast amounts of information and generate efficient outcomes, their non-sentient and
non-volitional nature raises important concerns regarding moral autonomy. This
prompts critical questions: can decisions derived solely from data truly be regarded as
moral? Can Al comprehend complex ethical distinctions such as justice and injustice,
mercy and cruelty, or determine when compassion, flexibility, or strictness is ethically
required? This study seeks to critically examine the relationship between religious
ethical principles and artificial intelligence by exploring areas of tension, conflict, and
potential harmony. Drawing upon core values shared across religious traditions, such
as justice, mercy, intention, public welfare, and human dignity, it evaluates whether Al
can operate within a religious ethical framework or whether its role must remain
fundamentally limited. Through engagement with religious teachings, classical
scholarship, and contemporary academic discourse, this paper also aims to encourage
an interfaith dialogue capable of guiding the ethical development and application of Al
in a manner consistent with enduring spiritual and human values.

Keywords: Ethical Challenges, Religious Ethics, Religious Guidance, Artificial
Intelligence (Al), Moral Responsibility, Human Dignity.
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"So, God created man in His own image..."*
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“Human dignity derives from man’s rational soul and his capacity to
know and love God.”*

|197 {'_"_;;} ;e'_'r:urz!.!.',u.!-

2025 /2 9~ 171041048 04 Al



.:Jl!V8&;;64:5’?.,{!:éb":’;d"'iul:—lﬂ'id’ﬁl&]’?;&p(fi‘"

-catnd’bg;ogwd/é_/;ggumLtgﬁmﬂcu&““’d/uuum&u’
4(}Juéu,r;g:&u&uuéu'f,,ﬁ,:ﬁfl;guf;w EET A D2 65 L Uiy
Lt zr Aei g oS s }?‘L(_}:’:y T
/G',GLJ!ui‘;am’.:rr
J‘Lt’l’&/rgdmauﬁ“d}’//K/G'}&Ul/r‘j((ﬁ’fbgg 0%%) "Tzelem Elohim" (% ezox

it ST e Fee S S U e VY 2ol
“Whoever destroys a soul, it is considered as if he destroyed an entire
world.”®
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:uj&g Rabbi Jonathan Sacks

"The concept of human dignity in Judaism means that every life is sacred
and irreplaceable, and technology must never compromise that

sanctity."®
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"Atman is Brahman — the self is the divine."’
_LLWU?!dQ!JﬁJUU’&%W%U?UV“T
:u}'&iAdi Shankaracharya d’b Yo

"Realization of the self is realization of the divine. To respect another is
to respect the divine within them.”
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“All beings tremble before violence. All fear death. See yourself in
others. Then whom can you hurt?”®
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"Human dignity is the basis of compassion. Technology must never
replace our humanity."®
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"He has shown you, O man, what is good; and what does the LORD
require of you but to do justice, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly
with your God?"*3
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"Justice is the instrument of love in a sinful world."4
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"Justice, justice, shall you pursue."®®
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our mind."*®
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"Everything is foreseen, but freedom of choice is given."?*
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"For by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be
condemned."3?
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"All is foreseen, yet freedom is given; and with freedom comes
responsibility."3*

_Aaéfup{d/!).ﬂj'jb«ﬁd;lﬂm‘aéfd;d;ljfu”{/.fcéa()"‘a%f:q

1229y (5 »)Rabbi Maimonides

"The human being is accountable because he possesses reason and
will."%

|203 {'_"_;;} HIRA INSTITUTE

2025 /2 9~ 171041048 04 Al



.:Jl!V8&;;64:5’?.,{!:éb":’;d"'iul:—lﬂ'id’ﬁl&]’?;&p(fi‘"

“L&(jo)’ﬂ/)’y 09l cps 2Ll

_‘LJIb%d}?l@)bb)i&j:(ﬁ)?lﬁéLJf/ZO;LHalakha AR
d/b,»}/:lr/ e Y P4

},gnvgalfcdj/;&w;CJ?‘%w,‘;é}jzi (Karma) (//rﬁb/.,w'u:um
e b w31 U B Ssca b 20 U e b 10 $E
‘utﬁgnu:g;mo,%g@%?a{wmf JuﬂzT;UU1I e lonigJlnle
S (S 3 003 u:_“/a)::ﬁ?’

uy.ufjhfb;,?_‘ag@ul/";g%Jdm,u’/oj(Cetana) 231 (Kamma) (//uﬂ{ufc/mw
RN EE PP G TN P SR VA G0 PN p RPN Pt
—e b
é“‘ T PIRCS RN g

u‘y’”ﬁ,jl:g -Cf”//uﬁ’(ﬁ;b,md;}ﬂm/ff'"'&lm‘.:,g(}w' “A Lffu/ s (S
Loy G andol S et gD U et b QU i st b2 05T 25
.L’»'DPJ’/:‘V{!uﬁgx’uLgl}ﬂénu?jdtr,%&p&f‘ﬁf/ﬁ@m‘unﬁv&ﬁr/¢ﬁ4?fn
:Jr LIt a TS

580 e Jo dadlls e £ 30 e i

e Ll S gl S

! ,,sznui‘f‘uu(aguéﬂufu:_ﬂ;ﬁmrﬁ?’wﬁ'“"ag"g{bﬁ(uﬁL:jl,}g,fi‘”,é
o7 t‘LGC/'/}A Sobr iy ,3/7 =38 !"‘“‘_‘LL}M‘/V{: EE PSRBT
Ul =m0 s 11 L3260 Sbs 3 Qb 8 2 eB181 U by A5 Frode e
Kb L e Q1§ it b LT 2o e
199 (5 s b ol 2 B 51

(j/:U;LJ‘J/’,.?/)(}”U}’KJV‘LUU’,{)&?—JIB&;:}LS}(//(IH'EGHQ el PUS
UF il b8 gnd o st P et b SUF G0
e I S Sp S S LB QU sz b S5
U})JU;IM:@},J}‘?(&(:Jﬂ

Deontological U= B161& (Immanuel Kant) (1724-1804) <6 S e ¢ o 7
/,UwJu&ugr;égzim,ﬁ,uffﬁiéfu’(/uﬁwuén"f%uéjufﬁg‘fcf/;gu’Ethics

|204 {'_"_;;} HIRA DNSTITUTE

2025 /2 9~ 171041048 04 Al



.:Jl!V8&;;64:5’?.,{!:éb":’;d"'iul:—lﬂ'id’ﬁl&]’?;&p(fi‘"

:ujéufGroundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals *Cﬁf@t&(‘:‘a/&g

"The moral worth of an action lies not in the effect expected from it, but
in the principle of the will behind it."%°
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"The heart’s direction in serving God is more important than the deed
itself."*2
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"For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also."*
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"Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver."**
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:u,?Z”."‘/ = "Islamic Epistemology and Al Ethics" v & J‘ 2! JVP et

"Assigning autonomous decision-making to Al systems in matters of
moral and legal consequence contradicts the Qur’anic framework of
vicegerency, which is rooted in human accountability and divine
intention."#°
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"So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created
him; male and female He created them."5?
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:w..&ﬁ - Theologica
"Homo creatus est ad imaginem Dei secundum suam rationalem
naturam."* (Latin)
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"Artificial agents may simulate rational behavior, but they lack the
capacity for volition, conscience, and divine communion.">*
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"When machines begin to mimic us, it is not a sign of progress, but a

test of humility. We must remember, no machine will ever pray, love, or
repent.">
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"Technology must always be at the service of humanity, not used to

dominate or exploit human beings. Artificial intelligence should not
reinforce inequality but instead promote the dignity of every person."%®
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"And he performed great signs, even causing fire to come down from
heaven to the earth in full view of the people. He deceived the
inhabitants of the earth with the signs he was given power to
perform..."
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"Artificial Intelligence may not be the Antichrist itself, but it could
become the platform through which the Antichrist exercises global
control a digital idol demanding obedience."
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"And he causes all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond,
to receive a mark... that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the
mark." 61
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;28 U Guide for the Perplexed

"The human soul is a divine creation, and its capacity for choice is a
reflection of God’s will. No mechanical or artificial process can replicate
that essence."®*
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"Everything is foreseen, yet freedom of choice is given."®®
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"Al is ethically permissible only when its decisions align with the
Halakhic demand for truth, fairness, and human dignity."®’
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