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Abstract
One of the significant attributes of the Qur’an is tashabuh («L:3), which has

been mentioned in various contexts within the Qur’an itself. When this term
is applied to the Qur’an, its meaning extends beyond a merely lexical sense
and encompasses entire verses. This naturally raises an important question:
what does it mean to describe the Qur’an as mutashabih, and in what sense
does this attribute apply to it? While at one place the Qur’an categorizes some
of its verses as muhkam and others as mutashabih, at another it refers to the
whole Qur’an as kitaban mutashabihan(\glais Lis). This apparent variation

may give rise to the problem of whether tashabuh is a partial attribute of the
Qur’an or a universal one. If it is universal, what then is its precise implication?
Does this characterization suggest an inherent ambiguity in the overall
meaning of the Qur’an, or does it point toward a different underlying reality?
To address this fundamental question, the present study first examines the
classification of muhkam and mutashabih verses, and then analyzes the views
of classical exegetes (mufassiriin) and scholars of ‘uliim al-Qur’an regarding
the notion of the Qur’an as entirely mutashabih.

Keywords: Qur’an, Tashabuh, Mutashabih, Muhkam, Tafsir, Mufassirin,
‘Ulim al-Qur an, Qur’anic Hermeneutics, Catagorical, Allegorical.
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