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Abstract

Islam has historically emphasized ‘aql (rationality), fikr (critical reflection), and
‘ilm (learning). The roots of critical inquiry in Islamic tradition, established during
the compilation of the Qur'an and hadith, later shaped the discipline of naqd
(criticism) and tajdid (renewal). Within this intellectual framework, the tradition of
critically evaluating tasawwuf (Sufism) emerged to safeguard it from un-Islamic
elements. In the Indian Subcontinent, this critical dimension of Sufism was carried
forward by prominent scholars including ‘Abd al-Haqq al-Muhaddith al-Dihlawi,
Shah Wali Allah al-Dihlawi, Sayyid Nazir Husain al-Dihlawi, Nawab Siddiq Hasan
Khan al-Bhopali, Mawlana Sana’ Allah al-' Amritsari, Qadi Sana’ Allah Panipati,
Mawlana Ashraf ‘All al-Thanvi, Abii al-Kalam Azad, Muhammad Igbal, and
Sayyid Saild Ahmad Shah. Their critiques addressed doctrinal, ethical, and
practical dimensions of Sufi thought, ensuring its harmony with Islamic principles
while rejecting innovations. This study examines the critical legacy of these
scholars, highlighting how their intellectual engagement preserved the authenticity
of Sufism in the Subcontinent and reinforced its integration with the broader Islamic
scholarly tradition.

Keywords: Sufism, Tasawwuf, Rationality, Sub-Continent, Mysticism, History.
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