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Abstract

Throughout Muslim history, politics and philosophy have been deeply
intertwined. One of the most notable figures in this realm is Averroes (/bn-e-
Rushd, 1126-1198), a distinguished Muslim philosopher who dedicated his
life to scholarly research and philosophical inquiry. His engagement with
Ash'arites, a dominant theological school, was marked by respectful
disagreement, particularly in their interpretation of Divine Attributes. While
avoiding sectarianism, Averroes critiqued their scholastic methods, offering
alternative approaches rooted in philosophy. His most significant intellectual
contribution was his rebuttal to Imam Al-Ghazali's critique of philosophy,
where Averroes systematically addressed twenty of A/-Ghazali's points,
defending philosophy as superior to dialectical reasoning. In addition to his
contributions to philosophy and theology, Averroes was a profound political
thinker. He emphasized the vital role of religion in shaping political systems
while advocating for human equality, women’s rights, and social justice. He
viewed the governance of the Rashidiin Caliphate as the ideal model but also
expressed a preference for democratic governance over dictatorship in
contemporary political systems. Averroes introduced key principles for good
governance, such as the importance of justice, equality, and public welfare.
His thoughts on the interplay between religion, philosophy, and politics
continue to influence modern Islamic thought, offering a comprehensive
framework for ethical governance and societal development.

Keywords: Democracy, History, Politics, Sectarianism, Scholasticism.
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