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Abstract

This article delves into the intricate and often contentious relationship between
rationalism and religion in Western philosophical thought. It explores the
historical tensions between rationalist ideologies grounded in reason and
empirical inquiry and the foundations of religious belief, which are often based
on faith, revelation, and tradition. The article examines how rationalist
critiques have challenged the credibility of religious doctrines, practices, and
ethics, prompting significant intellectual responses from religious scholars.
Through a critical analysis of key texts and influential thinkers, this study
trace’s central themes that have shaped the discourse, such as the nature of
reason versus faith, the boundaries between science and religion, and the ways
in which both seek to explain human existence and the cosmos. The article
also explores how rationalism has influenced religious ethics and moral
practices, questioning whether reason can serve as a standalone guide for
ethical living or if it requires the metaphysical and spiritual dimensions offered
by religion. By engaging with these critical discussions, the article contributes
to the broader understanding of how rationalism and religion have interacted,
clashed, and, in some cases, found common ground within Western thought.
The analysis highlights the enduring significance of these debates, offering
insights into the philosophical and theological challenges posed by rationalism
to religious traditions, and vice versa. In doing so, this work aims to enrich
contemporary discourse on the compatibility, tensions, and potential synthesis
between rationalist and religious worldviews in shaping human understanding
and moral reasoning.

Keywords: Rationalism, Western Philosophy, Science, Theology, Ethics.
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on this very ground. “The fathers,” say they, justly conferred the dignity
on the throne of the presbyter of Rome, because that was the imperial
city.’
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